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and pagans with the Christian Filipinos in their racial origin and insists upon the 
underlying racial unity of the whole people, excepting none but the Negritos. It 
might be inferred from the title "Philippine Life" that the book is purely descrip- 
tive, but, fortunately, the writer had no merely superficial purpose in view, and the 
work is not to be classed with the descriptive sketches about the Filipinos of which 
we have had a surfeit in the past seven years. It deals with the significant facts 
at the basis of Philippine society and the general movements which make up that 
society as it now exists. Among the topics are religion, local self-government, 
education, tribal and [geographical influences towards disunion, trade and internal 
development, the city dwellers and the rural Filipino communities. The illustra- 
tions are. excellent. Mr. Le Roy's connection for two years with the U. S. Philippine 
Commission gave him unusual opportunities for study and observation, and his 
book is suggestive and informing. 

No Man's Land. A History of Spitsbergen from its Discovery in 
1596 to the Beginning of the Scientific Exploration of the 
Country. By Sir Martin Conway, x and 377 pp. 11 Illustrations, 
13 Maps, Index and Appendices. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 
1906. (Price, 10s. 6d.) 

The author appeals to reviewers and readers henceforth to spell the name of 
this archipelago Spitsbergen instead of Spitzbergen. The name is Dutch, not 
German, and the spelling with a "z" is a comparatively modern blunder. The 
fact is, however, that most nations have, for over two centuries, spelled the name 
with "z" in spite of its Dutch etymology, and there is little probability that an 
error so long persisted in will be rectified by general consent at this late day. 

Sir Martin Conway's book tells the story of events that happened on the shores 
of Spitzbergen from the discovery of the archipelago by Barents in 1596 down to 
the era of modern scientific exploration. These Arctic lands, inhospitable as they 
are, made chapters of history that are uncommonly animated. This region, for 
generations, was the centre of a large and profitable whale fishery, and bloodshed 
was often the result of the disputes between rival nations over the fishing grounds. 
Sir Martin made thorough researches in rare books of old travel to get the 
material for the narrative, and he has written certainly the most complete account 
in English of the great industry that added scores of millions of dollars to the 
wealth of a few European countries. His two journeys of exploration in Spitz- 
bergen gave him personal acquaintance with the region, which has been of great 
service to him in the interpretation of many of the statements of seventeenth cen- 
tury navigators. Now that Spitzbergen is visited every summer by tourists, the 
islands are becoming known in wider circles, and this fact gives a special time- 
liness to this admirable book. Geographers will admire the excellent map of 
Spitzbergen (without a scale, however,) which Sir Martin compiled for the book. 
Its value is also enhanced by the author's appendices giving a list of the principal 
voyages to Spitzbergen, a bibliography of its history and geography, and a criti- 
cal review of its cartography. 

Stanford's Geological Atlas of Great Britain. (Based on Reynolds's 
Geological Atlas.) With Plates of Characteristic Fossils. Preceded by a 
Description of the Geological Structure of Great Britain and its Counties, by 
Horace B. Woodward, x and 139 pp. 50 Plates of Maps and Illustrations, 
and Index. Edward Stanford, London, 1904. (Price, 12s. fid.) 
Those Americans who have an interest in the geology of Great Britain should 
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know of this book, which is well calculated to enhance their pleasure and infor- 
mation as they travel through the country. It is based upon Reynolds's Geological 
Atlas, which, for years, was helpful to many who travelled on business or 
pleasure; but the latest of its editions was published in 1889, and it is therefore 
out of date. The admirable plan of the older work was adopted for the new book, 
but the text has been entirely rewritten and enlarged. The descriptions of the 
geological formations are much fuller than in the earlier book and some new 
features have been added, such as descriptions of the rock exposures observable 
along the main lines of railway. Any one with only an amateur's interest in 
geology will find the book a pleasurable companion. 

Mr. Woodward's letterpress opens with a general survey of the geological 
structure of Great Britain and a list of mineral products and their distribution. 
This is followed by a succinct account of the geology of each of the counties. 
Thirty-two pages are devoted to the geological features along the railroads, and 
the instructive descriptions call the traveller's attention to the way in which the 
character of the scenery and even of the buildings has been influenced by the 
changeful geological structure. More than half of the volume is occupied by the 
county geological maps in colours and sixteen plates of fossils. Geological sec- 
tions and other illustrations are scattered through the work, and the index makes 
all information easily accessible. 

Things Indian. Being Discursive Notes on Various Subjects 
Connected with India. By William Crooke. xi and 546 pp. and 

Index. Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1906. (Price, $3.) 
The topics are arranged in alphabetical order. It is the aim of the author to 
discuss many of the quaint and curious matters connected with India that are not 
specially considered in the ordinary books of reference, such as amusements, 
bamboo, carpets, children, dacoity, etiquette, famine, human sacrifice, jewelry, 
marriage, suttee, and others. Over 160 topics are treated and the copious index 
makes all the information readily accessible. 

In a page and a half given to "Barasaul Guns" the writer says the mysterious 
sounds heard occasionally in the neighbourhood of Barasal in the Ganges delta, 
resemble the dull, muffled, boom of distant cannon or are like a cannonade between 
two widely-separated forces. Many explanations of the phenomenon have been 
suggested, but the question has not yet been definitely decided. On the whole, the 
wave theory propounded by Mr. Pellew seems best to account for the facts. Mr. 
Pellew said before the Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1870: 

The waves of the length of a mile or so, advancing obliquely from the S.S.W., would break 
successively on the coast from W. to E. To a person close by the sound of each wave would be some- 
what continuous ; but to a person forty or fifty miles off, if the waves broke simultaneously, the sound 
would be a boom like that of a gun, because both extremities of the wave would be at the same distance 
from the hearer at the centre. 

I/Afrique au Debut du XXe Sidcle. Par M. Fallex. vi and 340 pp. 

118 Maps and Illustrations. Librairie Ch. Delagrave, Paris, 1906. (Price, 3 fr.) 
A superior text-book for the higher geographical classes. Like many French 
books, it partakes of the nature both of the text-book and the geographical reader. 
Its geographical quality, accuracy, numerous black maps, and mechanical pro- 
duction, make it desirable not only for the class room and the general reader but 
also for the tourist. A traveller who desires to have the geographical essence of 
the region in Africa he may visit in book form, may find it in this little volume 



